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Comment Letter

A.  Mr. Don Ballard
Anadarko Land Corporation
P.O. Box 1330
Houston, TX  77251

B. Mr. Bill Spillman
122 Converse Court
Rock Springs, WY  82901

C. Mr. Erik Molvar
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
P.O. Box 1512
Laramie, WY  82073

D. Mr.  Gus Winterfeld
Erathem-Vanir Geological
2021 Ardella Drive
Pocatello, ID  83201

E. Mr. Dee Jennse
Interwest Mining Company
One Utah Center
201 South Main Street, Suite 2100
Salt Lake City, UT  84140

F. Ms. Lynne Boomgaarden
Office of State Lands and Investment
122 West 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY  82002

G. Mr. Bill Wichers
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
5400 Bishop Bvld.
Cheyenne, WY  82006

H.  Mr. William Coble, Jr.
Town of Superior
P.O. Box 60
Superior, WY  82945
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A.  Mr. Don Ballard, Anadarko Land Corporation (2 pages)
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Response to Comment Letter A.  Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and
providing your comments. This letter does not contain any specific comments on the EA;
therefore, no changes to the EA are required as a result of this letter.
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B.  Mr. Bill Spillman (1 page)
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Response to Comment Letter B. This letter states the opinion that BLM is piecemealing the
management of the Red Desert area in southwest Wyoming and suggests that no further
development should occur until a comprehensive assessment is completed.  BLM manages the
federal lands within the Red Desert area in accordance with the various approved resource
management plans.  Therefore, no changes to the EA are required as a result of this comment.

Regarding management of the Jack Morrow Hills area, the Ten Mile Rim Tract area is located
outside of the boundaries of the Jack Morrow Hills planning area and would not affect any future
management decisions that would be made by BLM within this area.  Therefore, no changes to
the EA are required as a result of this comment.

The remaining portion of this letter contains numerous general comments/opinions; however,
none of these comments/opinions are specific to the Draft EA.  Therefore, no changes to the EA
are required.  Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and providing your
comments.
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C.  Mr. Erik Molvar, Biodiversity Conservation Alliance (2 pages)
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Response to Comment Letter C.  Scoping issues were evaluated and identified during the
formal scoping period that occurred from November 9, 2001 to December 12, 2001 and the
public scoping meeting that was held on December 12, 2001.  A Draft EA (released to public on
January 22, 2004) was prepared based on comments received from local, state, and federal
agencies and the public during the formal scoping period.  Potential issues related to crucial
winter range for big game species, greater sage-grouse, raptors, white-tailed prairie dogs, rare
native fish, wetlands, and wilderness were evaluated and appropriate issues were addressed in
the EA.  Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and providing your comments.
This letter does not contain any specific comments on the EA; therefore, no changes to the EA
are required as a result of this letter.
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D.  Mr. Gus Winterfeld, Erathem-Vanir Geological (1 page)

Response to Comment Letter D.  While the Proposed Action is primarily related to an
underground coal mining operation, it is possible that a limited number of acres (approximately
59 acres) may be disturbed during the repair of subsidence related disturbance.  Therefore,
Sections 3.3.8 and 4.8 have been added to the EA.   In addition to the information presented in
Chapters 3 and 4, BLM recognizes that application of the standard and special coal lease
stipulation would provide protection for significant paleontological resources (refer to Appendix
A in the Draft EA).  Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and providing your
comments.
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E. Mr. Dee Jennse, Interwest Mining Company (2 pages)
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Response to Comment Letter E.  Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and
providing your comments. This letter does not contain any specific comments on the EA;
therefore, no changes to the EA are required as a result of this letter.
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F.  Ms. Lynne Boomgaarden, Office of State Lands and Investments (2 pages)
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Response to Comment Letter F. Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and
providing your comments. This letter does not contain any specific comments on the EA;
therefore, no changes to the EA are required as a result of this letter.
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G.  Mr. Bill Wichers, Wyoming Game and Fish Department (2 pages)
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Response to Comment Letter G.  As stated on page 26 of the Draft EA, the Proposed Action
includes a commitment to design, construct, operate, and maintain all powerline structures in
conformance with Mitigating Bird Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1994,
and Suggested Practices for Raptor Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 1996.  In
addition, no new powerline structures would be constructed within 3 km (1.86 mi) of any greater
sage-grouse lek.  Greater sage-grouse that might congregate at seasonal breeding leks would not
be impacted by potential predation by raptor species and no changes to the Draft EA are
necessary.  Therefore, no changes to the EA are required as a result of this comment.

Thank you for taking the time to review the Draft EA and providing your comments. The
remaining portion of this letter does not contain any specific comments on the EA; therefore, no
changes to the EA are required.
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G.  Mr. William Coble, Jr., Town of Superior (1 page)
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Response to Comment Letter H.  Detailed information about the proposed new water well has
been added to Section 2.1.5.6, Water Requirements.  In addition, a description of the aquifer that
would be affected is discussed in Section 3.3.16.2 and potential effects of this well are presented
in Section 4.16.2.1.  To address concerns about the potential impacts of the Proposed Action
(specifically the new water well) on the existing groundwater wells owned by the Town of
Superior, the BLM has developed a special lease stipulation.  This special lease stipulation has
been included into the Standard Coal Lease Form and Special Lease Stipulation (presented in
Appendix A) and would be incorporated into any coal lease that may be issued as a result of this
EA.




